Monocyte procoagulant activity in breast cancer.
Abnormalities of blood coagulation associated with neoplasia may be important in the pathogenesis of tumour spread. Most patients with advanced malignancy have evidence of activated coagulation, but the mechanisms underlying this are unclear. We have examined in vitro monocyte procoagulant activity and compared this to plasma levels of fibrinopeptide A, in 52 patients with clinically localised breast cancer. Patients with localised breast cancer and activated coagulation displayed a strong positive correlation between monocyte procoagulant activity and level of fibrinopeptide A(r = +0.86, p less than 0.001). No such relationship was demonstrated in a smaller number of patients with metastatic breast cancer. It is concluded that monocyte procoagulant activity plays an important role in coagulation activation in patients with localised breast cancer. The implications of this for adjuvant anticoagulant therapy in breast cancer are discussed.